Expression 
The focus is the evaluation of the ability to communicate musically and lyrically. Strengthened by meaningful delivery of lyrics, musical diction, artistic phrasing, dynamics, energy, characterization and projection of sincere emotion. [image: ]
	C+
	B-

	Vocal skills need further development
Vowels not aligned
Interpretive plan evident but not unified (affected by sync issues)
Technical thinking evident and affecting involvement. 
Artistry impacted by lack of support
Audience hmm…
	Decent vocal skills
Good interpretive plan, problems with sync are still frequent. 
Vowel matching not sustained
Artistry and emotional involvement overshadowed by technique.  
Audience 

	B+
	A-

	Strong vocal skills
Sync issues rare
Artistry and finesse frequently evident over the technique
Genuine involvement and commitment
Audience hears the plan and enjoys the message
	Technically very good
Vowels consistently matched
Strong interpretive plan rarely affected
Full involvement in character and message
A ‘singer-driven’ performance

	A+
	

	Flawless
A giant quartet
Mastery of vocal skills
Masterful interpretive plan – flawless
Excellent style and vocal drama
Strong emotional communication
Audience swept away
	Are they perfect?
Where are the distractions?
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p Style
(Tempo, Rhythm, Musical Unity, Phrasing,
Dynamics, Musical Energy)

Musical Artistry

Suitability To Performer

arrangement, the cone-shaped sound, untempered tuning,
delivery and interpretation, which contribute to the “lock-and-
ring” quality of the barbershop style.

EXpI‘ESSiOI‘I = Decorating and adding artistry to the musical product (software)

(All combine to 100%) The focus of the EXPRESSION category is the evaluation of the
performer’s ability to communicate musically and lyrically. In

vocal music, communication is strengthened by meaningful

Technical Elements

Vocal Skills Synchron]zatlon/Un|ty delivery of lyrics, musical diction, artistic phrasing, appropriate
V.OWEIS Word I_De_llvery dynamics, energy, vocal characterization and a projection of
Diphthongs Enul_-lcla_tlon sincere emotion. The Expression judge listens to a performance
Consonants Musicality with her primary concentration directed to the evaluation of the
Artistic Interpretative Plan degree of artistry achieved in the verbal execution and lyrical
Lyric Flow Phrasing delivery of the song. Although many specific areas contribute to
Forward Motion Embellishments the success of an artistic performance, they are inseparable in
Dynamics Tempo/Rhythmic Elements ~ that blended together the result is an artistically satisfying
Inflection Energy experience.
Finesse and Artistry Characterization

Emotional Communication

Showmanship = Decorating and adding artistry to the visual product (software)

Performance 70% The focus of the SHOWMANSHIP category is the evaluation of

Vocal Skills Poise And Command the salesmanship of the musical product. This includes the
Physical Expression Posture elements of preparation, the visual plan and the creation and
Choreography Unity communication of onstage magic. With effective showmanship,
Characterization Audience Rapport the performer is able to enhance what the listener hears by
Energy Chorus Director reinforcing it with what the viewer sees, creating a total

performance. The Showmanship Judge assesses the
performer’s ability to incorporate the intangible art of

Preparation 30%
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