Key Signatures

This class taught you:

*How to find the key (or do, or 1, or home) by looking at the key signature at the beginning of the staff.
 -- Sharp keys – look at the last sharp and go up a semi-tone; that is the name of the key.
 -- Flat keys – look at the 2nd last flat; that is the name of the key.
 -- Memorize the key of C (no sharps or flats) and the key of F (one flat).
 
*How to figure out whether the song is in a major key or its relative minor (the relative minor is the minor key or scale that shares all the notes of the major key or scale, and therefore has the same key signature): 
-- check out the bass since the keynote is usually sung by the bass on the first strong beat/chord of the song (not the pickup) and definitely on the last chord of the song.
 
*How to remember the order of sharps and flats using a memory trick about cats or beads!
Sharps: Five Cats Go Down Alleys Eating Birds
Flats: BEADs – Give Color Fast
 
*How to determine the key of a song without looking at the key signature, just by knowing how many sharps or flats it has. For example:

If there are 4 sharps: they must be F# C# G# D#. Since D = last sharp, the key is E (semi-tone up from D#).
If there are 3 flats: they must be Bb Eb Ab. Since Eb = the second last flat, the key is Eb.
 
*How to find your first note once you know the keynote (or #1 in the scale). 
Count up or down the scale from the keynote to find your note.  For example:

If the key is F, the pitchpipe will sound an F.  The scale of F is: F G A Bb C D E F 
If your note is Bb above the F, you are on the 4th note of the scale, so starting with the pitch as 1, count up to 4. 
If your note is Bb below the F, you are still on the 4th note of the scale. You have two ways to find it. Count backwards down the scale with the pitch note as 1 and the next note down as 7, etc. until you reach 4.  (Or drop down an octave from the pitch and count up to 4, if that is easier).


Key Signaturs Practice -- https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig

